Pyoderma gangrenosum after reduction mammaplasty in an otherwise healthy patient.
Pyoderma gangrenosum (PG) is a rare postoperative complication of plastic surgery of the breast. Initial signs and symptoms resemble those of infection, and antimicrobial therapy is usually initiated and fails before considering PG as a diagnosis. Therapy consists of immune modulators, and use of corticosteroids is frequent, as is local wound care. Sufficiently small wounds are allowed to heal secondarily, but larger wounds require coverage with either skin grafts or flaps. Long-term (1 year or more) postoperative surveillance is necessary because late failure of the graft or flap can occur.